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678 BOOK REVIEWS. 

this rapid growth the publisher has determined to bring out a 
volume of this series each year, commencing with September 1st. 

This volume contains one hundred and thirty-one cases reported 
in full, and over one hundred in addition, of which memoranda are 
given in notes. 

The editor promises that volume VI. will contain a number of 
interesting opinions, not yet published. F. S. M. 



Handbook on the Law of Real Property. By Earl P. Hop- 
kins, A.B., LL.M. Author of Problems and Quiz on Criminal 
Law, Contracts, Criminal Procedure, Constitutional Law, etc. 
St. Paul : West Publishing Co. 1896. 

The legal profession, and more especially the legal student-body, 
has for a long time felt the need of a text-book giving the princi- 
ples of real property as they are applied to-day — divested of those 
"legal antiquities " generally found in dissertations on this subject. 
This want has been admirably supplied by Mr. Hopkins who has 
digested and cited about forty-five hundred English and American 
cases of standard authority, and abstracted therefrom the leading 
principles of the modern law of real property. 

The volume is divided into sixteen chapters covering the sub- 
ject as follows : 

Chapter I., What is Real Property; II., Tenure and Seisin; 
III., Estates as to Quantity — Fees Simple ; IV., Estates Tail ; V., 
Conventional Life Estates ; VI., Legal Life Estates; VII., Estates 
Less Than Freehold ; VIII., Estates as to Quality — On Condition 
— On Limitation; IX., Mortgages; X., Equitable Estates; XL, 
Estates as to Time of Enjoyment — Future Estates ; XII. , Estates 
as to Number of Owners — Joint Estates ; XIII. , Incorporeal Heredi- 
taments ; XIV., Legal Capacity to Hold and Convey Realty ; XV., 
Restraints on Alienation ; XVI., Title. 

A new and important feature is the discussion of the Homestead 
Laws of the United States and of the various states. The homestead 
right is defined "as an exemption to a debtor of a home free from 
liability for certain debts. ' ' The rights of landlord and tenant and 
of mortgagor and mortgagee are treated at length. The chapter on 
Title is an important feature of the work. The author dwells at 
length on "the recent 'Torrens Title Act' of Illinois, because 
it is in all probability the forerunner of the introduction into this 
country of some system of registration of title in place of our 
present system of the registration of conveyances." The author 
fails to note that a similar system has been adopted by Ohio. 

The work does not purport to be an exhaustive treatise. It is an 
elementary volume which, on account of the perspicuity of its 
style, the accessibility of its contents, and the modern authorities 
from which its principles are derived, is to be recommended highly 
to the student as a text-book, and to the active practitioner as a 
book of reference. H. W. Scarborough. 



